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Title insurance issued by 
Old Republic Title provides 
a broad range of benefits to 
the parties involved in a real 
estate transaction.

Benefits for the 
Purchaser of Real 
Estate
The purchaser of real 
estate needs protection 
against serious financial 

loss due to a defect in the title to the property purchased.

For a single, one-time premium, which is a modest amount in 
relationship to the value of the property, a buyer can receive the 
protection of a title insurance policy - a policy that is backed by 
the reserves and solvency of the Company. A title insurance policy 
will cover both claims arising out of title problems that could have 
been discovered in the public records, and those so-called 
"non-record' defects that could not be discovered in the record, 
even with the most complete search.

A title insurance policy will not only protect the insured owner, but 
also that person's heirs for as long as they hold title to the proper-
ty. The Company will not only satisfy any valid claim made against 
the insured's title, but it will pay for the costs and legal expenses 
of defending against a title claim.

Benefits for the Lender
The overwhelming majority of mortgage loans made in the United 
States are made by persons who are acting in a fiduciary capacity 
- by savings and loan associations, savings banks and commercial
banks of behalf of their depositors, and by life insurance compa-
nies on behalf of their policy holders.

Because they are lending other people's money (other people's 
savings or policy-holder's funds) these lenders must be 
concerned with the safety of their mortgage investments.

A policy of title insurance provides a mortgage lender with a high 
degree of safety against the loss of security as a result of a title 
problem. This protection remains in effect for as long as the 
mortgage remains unsatisfied.
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Title Insurance

Old Republic Title also provides lenders with in-depth expertise 
on a wide variety of title related matters to facilitate the mortgage 
loan process.

Benefits for the Seller
An owner of real property whose interest is insured by an 
owner's title insurance policy has the assurance that the title will 
be marketable when selling the property. The title insurance 
policy protects the seller from financial damage if the seller's title 
is rejected by a prospective purchaser.

Benefits for the Real Estate Broker
The title insurance company and the real estate agent both seek 
to ensure that as many purchases as possible are closed to the 
satisfaction of all principals in the transaction. From the broker's 
standpoint, the efficient and safe transfer of title will result in 
client satisfaction, increased prestige, and continued business.

Apart from the security that title insurance offers, most brokers 
have experienced numerous instances in which title insurance 
personnel have enabled them to close transactions that otherwise 
would have been delayed. By helping to avoid delays, Old 
Republic Title is able to facility the job of the real estate broker 
and to minimize the inconveniences and costs to the homebuyer.

Benefits for the Home Builder
By providing various title insurance services and information to 
the home builder, the title insurance industry can and does assist 
the builder in identifying and evaluating building and use restric-
tions, easements, etc., in removing title problems that may arise, 
and in facilitating prompt and needed disbursement of construc-
tion funds from the construction lender. All of these services 
ultimately rebound to the benefit of the buyers of newly construct-
ed homes.

Benefits for the Community In General
Apart from the unique benefits title insurance offers to particular 
parties interested in a real estate transaction, title insurance 
companies can and do offer considerable assistance to public 
officials through the use of their "title plants" – the data banks of 
reorganized and indexed public records that are maintained by 
the Company in many areas of the country.

Much of the information contained in title plants is not readily 
available from other sources. This fund of information about the 
date of recent sales, representative sale prices, ownerships, area 
maps, use restrictions, surrounding properties, and a host of 
other matters pertinent to proposed projects, has helped repre-
sentatives from all levels of government save countless hours and 
taxpayer dollars. In addition, title plant people frequently help 
recording officers correct errors they discover in public indices 
and records.

(source: www.oldrepublictitle.com/newnational/Resources/Primer/benefitsoftitle.asp)
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Old Republic is providing this information as a free customer service and makes no warranties or represen-
tations as to its accuracy.

Old Republic strongly recommends that consumers confer with their title insurer as underwriting 

requirements vary among companies and further, obtain guidance and advice from qualified professionals, 

including attorneys specializing in Real Property, Trusts and/or Title Insurance to get more detailed, and 

current, information as to any particular situation affecting them.



What is the difference between title insurance and 
casualty insurance?
Title insurers work to identify and eliminate risk before 
issuing a title insurance policy.  Casualty insurers assume 
risks.

Casualty insurance companies realize that a certain 
number of losses will occur each year in a given category 
(auto, fire, etc.).  The insurers collect premiums monthly or 
annually from the policy holders to establish reserve funds 
in order to pay for expected losses.

Title companies work in a very different manner.  Title 
insurance will indemnify you against loss under the terms 
of your policy, but title companies work in advance of 
issuing your policy to identify and eliminate potential risks 
and therefore prevent losses caused by title defects that 
may have been created in the past.

Title insurance also differs from casualty insurance in that 
the greatest part of the title insurance premium dollar goes 
towards risk elimination.  Title companies maintain "title 
plants" which contain information regarding property 
transfers and liens reaching back many years.  Maintaining 
these title plants, along with the searching and examining  
of title, is where most of your premium dollar goes.

Guide to Title Insurance — Some Basics  
What is title insurance?  
Newspapers refer to it in the weekly real estate 
sections and you hear about it in conversations 
with real estate brokers.  If you've purchased a 
home you may be familiar with the benefits of 
title insurance. However, if this is your first 
home, you may wonder, "Why do I need yet 
another insurance policy?"  While a number of 
issues can be raised by that question, we will 
start with a general answer.

The purchase of a home is one of the most 
expensive and important purchases you will ever 
make.  You and your mortgage lender will want 
to make sure the property is indeed yours and 
that no one else has any lien, claim or encum-
brance on your property.

The following Q&A answers some questions 
frequently asked about an often misunderstood 
line of insurance, title insurance.



Who needs title insurance?
Buyers and lenders in real estate transactions need title 
insurance.  Both want to know that the property they are 
involved with is insured against certain title defects. Title 
companies provide this needed insurance coverage 
subject to the terms of the policy.  The seller, buyer and 
lender all benefit from the insurance provided by title 
companies.

What does title insurance insure?
Title insurance offers protection against claims resulting 
from various defects (as set out in the policy) which may 
exist in the title to a specific parcel of real property, 
effective on the issue date of the policy.  For example, a 
person might claim to have a deed or lease giving them 
ownership or the right to possess your property.  Another 
person could claim to hold an easement giving them a 
right of access across your land.  Yet another person 
may claim that they have a lien on your property secur-
ing the repayment of a debt.  That property may be an 
empty lot or it may hold a 50-story office tower.  Title 
companies work with all types of real property.

What types of policies are available?
Title companies routinely issue two types of policies: An 
"owner's" policy which insures you, the homebuyer for as 
long as you and your heirs own the home; and a "lend-
er's" policy which insures the priority of the lender's 
security interest over the claims that others may have in 
the property.

What protection am I obtaining with my title policy?
A title insurance policy contains provisions for the 
payment of the legal fees in defense of a claim against 
your property which is covered under your policy.  It also 
contains provisions for indemnification against losses 
which result from a covered claim.  A premium is paid at 
the close of a transaction.  There are no continuing 
premiums due, as there are with other types of insur-
ance.

What are my chances of ever using my title policy?
In essence, by acquiring your policy, you derive the 
important knowledge that recorded matters have been 
searched and examined so that title insurance covering 

your property can be issued.  Because we are risk elimina-
tors, the probability of exercising your right to make a claim 
is very low.  However, claims against your property may not 
be valid, making the continuous protection of the policy all 
the more important.  When a title company provides a legal 
defense against claims covered by your title insurance 
policy, the savings to you for that legal defense alone will 
greatly exceed the one-time premium.

What if I am buying property from someone I know?
You may not know the owner as well as you think you do.  
People undergo changes in their personal lives that may 
affect title to their property.  People get divorced, change 
their wills, engage in transactions that limit the use of the 
property and have liens and judgments placed against them 
personally for various reasons.

There may also be matters affecting the property that are 
not obvious or known, even by the existing owner, which a 
title search and examination seeks to uncover as part of the 
process leading up to the issuance of the title insurance 
policy.

Just as you wouldn't make an investment based on a phone 
call, you shouldn't buy real property without assurances as 
to your title.  Title insurance provides these assurances.

The process of risk identification and elimination performed 
by the title companies, prior to the issuance of a title policy, 
benefits all parties in the property transaction.  It minimizes 
the chances that adverse claims might be raised, and by 
doing so reduces the number of claims that need to be 
defended or satisfied.  This process keeps costs and 
expenses down for the title company and maintains the 
traditional low cost of title insurance.

Reprinted with the permission from the California Land Title Association.

6.15.17 | Old Republic Title  is providing this information as a free customer service 

and makes no warranties or representations as to it’s accuracy.

Old Republic Title strongly recommends that consumers investigate title insurance, 

title insurers and/or obtain guidance and advice from qualified professionals in this 

field, including attorneys specializing in Real Property & Title Insurance as to any 

particular situations affecting them.

Guide to Title Insurance — Some Basics  



How should I take ownership of the property I am buying? 
The form of ownership taken (the vesting of title) will 
determine who may sign various documents involving the 
property and future rights of the parties to the transaction. 
These rights involve such matters as: real property taxes, 
income taxes, inheritance and gift taxes, transferability of 
title and exposure to creditor’s claims. Also, how title is 
vested can have significant probate implications in the 
event of death.

Buyers may wish to consult legal counsel to determine the 
most advantageous form of ownership for their particular 
situation, especially in cases of multiple owners of a single 
property.

Following is a brief list of common ways to hold title:
Sole Ownership- Sole ownership may be described as 
ownership by an individual or other entity capable of 
acquiring title. Examples of common vesting cases of sole 
ownership are:

1. A Single Man/Woman: A man or woman who is not 
legally married or in a domestic partnership. For example: 
Bruce Buyer, a single man.

2. A Married Man, Woman as His/ Her Sole and Separate 
Property: A married man or woman who wishes to acquire 
title in his or her name alone.
The title company insuring title will require the spouse of 
the married man or woman acquiring title to specifically 
disclaim or relinquish his or her right, title and interest to 
the property. This establishes that both spouses want title 
to the property to be granted to one spouse as that 
spouse’s sole and separate property.  For example: Bruce 
Buyer, a married man, as his sole and separate property.

Common Ways to Hold Title
Co-Ownership-Title to property owned by two or more 
persons may be vested in the following forms:

1. Community Property: A form of vesting title to property 
owned together by married persons. Community property is 
distinguished from separate property, which is property 
acquired before marriage, by separate gift or bequest, after 
legal separation, or which is agreed in writing to be owned 
by one spouse.
In California, real property conveyed to a married person, is 
presumed to be community property, unless otherwise stated 
(i.e. property acquired as separate property by gift, bequest 
or agreement). Since all such property is owned equally, both 
parties must sign all agreements and documents transferring 
the property or using it as security for a loan. Each owner has 
the right to dispose of his/her one half of the community prop-
erty, by will. For example: Bruce Buyer and Barbara Buyer, 
husband and wife, as community property or Sally Smith and 
Jane Smith, spouses, as community property.  

2. Community Property with Right of Survivorship: A form of 
vesting title to property owned together by spouses.This form of 
holding title shares many of the characteristics of community 
property but adds the benefit of the right of survivorship similar to 
title held in joint tenancy. There may be tax benefits for holding 
title in this manner. On the death of an owner, the decedent’s 
interest ends and the survivor owns the property. For example: 
Bruce Buyer and Barbara Buyer, husband and wife, as communi-
ty property with right of survivorship, or John Buyer and Bill 
Buyer, spouses, as community property with right of survivorship.

3. Joint Tenancy: A form of vesting title to property owned by 
two or more persons, who may or may not be married, in 
equal interests, subject to the right of survivorship in the 
surviving joint tenant(s). Title must have been acquired at the 
same time, by the same conveyance, and the document must 
expressly declare the intention to create a joint tenancy 
estate. When a joint tenant dies, title to the property is auto-
matically conveyed by operation of law to the surviving joint 
tenant(s). Therefore, joint tenancy property is not subject to 
disposition by will. For example:  Bruce Buyer, a married man 
and George Buyer, a single man, as joint tenants.
Note:  If a married person enters into a joint tenancy that does 
not include their spouse, the title company insuring title may 
require the spouse of the married man or woman acquiring 
title to specifically consent to the joint tenancy. 



4. Tenancy in Common: A form of vesting title to property owned by any two or more individuals in undivided fractional inter-
ests. These fractional interests may be unequal in quantity or duration and may arise at different times. Each tenant in 
common owns a share of the property, is entitled to a comparable portion of the income from the property and must bear 
an equivalent share of expenses. Each co-tenant may sell, lease or will to his/her heir that share of the property belonging 
to him/her. For example: Bruce Buyer, a single man, as to an undivided 3/4 interest and Penny Purchaser, a single woman, 
as to an undivided 1/4 interest, as tenants in common.

Other ways of vesting title include as:
1. A Corporation*: A corporation is a legal entity, created under state law, consisting of one or more shareholders but regard-
ed under law as having an existence and personality separate from such shareholders.

2. A Partnership*: A partnership is an association of two or more persons who can carry on business for profit as co-owners, 
as governed by the Uniform Partnership Act. A partnership may hold title to real property in the name of the partnership.

3. Trustees of a Trust*: A Trust is an arrangement whereby legal title to property is transferred by the grantor to a person 
called a trustee, to be held and managed by that person for the benefit of the people specified in the trust agreement, called 
the beneficiaries. A trust is generally not an entity that can hold title in its own name.  Instead title is often vested in the trust-
ee of the trust.  For example:  Bruce Buyer trustee of the Buyer Family Trust.  

4. Limited Liability Companies (LLC)*: This form of ownership is a legal entity and is similar to both the corporation and the 
partnership. The operating agreement will determine how the LLC functions and is taxed.  Like the corporation its existence 
is separate from its owners.

*In cases of corporate, partnership, LLC or trust ownership - required documents may include corporate articles and bylaws, partnership agreements, LLC 
operating agreements and trust agreements and/or certificates.
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Reprinted with permission from clta.org

Common Ways to Hold Title

Effective 2.14.17 | Old Republic Title is providing this information as a free customer service and makes no warranties or representations as to its accuracy.

Old Republic Title strongly recommends that consumers confer with their title insurer as underwriting requirements vary among companies and further, obtain guidance and advice from qualified professionals, 
including attorneys specializing in Real Property, Trusts and/or Title Insurance to get more detailed, and current, information as to any particular situation affecting them.



Understanding Closing & Title Costs in California
It's the big day. The day you go to the title or escrow 
company, sign your name on the dotted line, hand over 
a check and prepare to take ownership of your new 
home. It's also the day that you and the seller will pay 
"closing" or settlement costs, an accumulation of 
separate charges paid to different entities for the 
professional services associated with the buying and 
selling of real property.

What services will I be paying for when I pay 
closing costs?
You will usually be paying for such things as real estate 
commissions, appraisal fees, loan fees, escrow 
charges, advance payments such as property taxes 
and homeowner's insurance, title insurance premiums, 
pest inspections and the like.

How much should I expect to pay in closing 
costs?
The amount you pay for closing costs will vary; however, 
when buying your home and obtaining a new loan, an 
estimate of your closing costs will be provided to you 
pursuant to the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act 
after you submit your loan application. This disclosure 
provides you with a good faith estimate of what your 
closing costs will be in the real estate process. An 
itemized list of charges will be prepared when you 
close your transaction and take title to your new property.

Can I pay for my closing costs in 
installments?
No, and it is easy to understand why. Many different 
parties will have fulfilled their responsibilities and be 
awaiting payment upon closing. The title or escrow 
company will disbursemonies to those parties, pursuant 
to the escrow instructions, when funds are available.

Will I be allowed to write a personal check to 
cover my closing costs?
Your closing funds should be in the form of a cashier's 
check, issued by a California institution, made payable 

to the title company or escrow office in the amount 
requested. A personal check may delay the closing or 
may be unacceptable to the title or escrow company. 
An out-of-state check could also cause a delay in your 
closing due to possible delays in clearing the check.

Is it a law in California that I must purchase title 
insurance when I buy or refinance a home?
No. However, virtually all lenders require title insur-
ance for the face amount of their deed of trust, wheth-
er purchase or refinance. Prudent owners also value 
the protection afforded by the payment of the one 
time title insurance premium.

How much can I expect to pay in title insurance?
This point is often misunderstood. Although the title 
company or escrow office usually serves as a meeting 
ground for closing the sale, only a small percentage 
of total closing fees are actually for title insurance 
protection.

Your title insurance premium may actually amount to 
less than one percent of the purchase price of your 
home, and less than ten percent of your total closing 
costs. The title policy is good for as long as you and 
your heirs own the property with the payment of only 
one premium.

Who will pay for title insurance charges, the 
buyer or seller?
Surprisingly, "who pays" is not uniform. In some areas 
the buyer will pay while in others the seller will pay. In 
other counties the seller will pay for the owner's title 
policy and the buyer will pay for the lender's policy. 
But in every case, the question of who pays closing 
costs is a matter of agreement between the buyer and 
seller. Usually this agreement is based on the custom-
ary practice in your county.

7.9.15



Why are seperate owner's and lender's title 
insurance policies issued?
Both you and your lender will want the security 
offered by title insurance. Your home is an important 
purchase, and you will want to be certain your home 
is yours, all yours. Title insurance companies insure 
your rights and interests in order to protect you 
against claims.

What does my title dollar pay for?
Title insurers, unlike property or casualty insurance 
companies, operate under the theory of "risk elimina-
tion." Risk elimination can only be accomplished after 
an intensive period of risk identification.

Title companies spend a high percentage of their 
operating revenue each year collecting, storing, 
maintaining and analyzing official records for informa-
tion that affects title to real property. The issuance of 
a title insurance policy is highly labor-intensive. It is 
based upon the maintenance of a title "plant" or 
library of title records, in many cases dating back over 
a hundred years. Each day, recorded documents 
affecting real property are posted to these plants so 
that when a title search on a particular parcel is 
requested, the information is already organized for 
rapid and accurate retrieval.

Trained title experts are able, with the aid of their 
extensive title plants, to identify the rights others may 
have in your property, such as recorded liens, legal 
actions, disputed interests, rights of way or other 
encumbrances on your title. Before closing your 
transaction, you can seek to "clear" those encum-
brances which you do not wish to assume.
The goal of title companies is to conduct such a 
thorough search and evaluation of public records that 
no claims will ever arise. Of course, this is impossi-
ble--we live in an imperfect world, where human error 

Understanding Closing & Title Costs in California
and changing legal interpretations make 100 percent 
risk elimination impossible. When claims do arise, 
title insurance companies have professional claims 
personnel to make sure that your property rights are 
protected pursuant to the terms of your policy.

To conclude, when you pay for your title insurance 
policy, you are paying for a team of professionals 
who have worked together to deliver you a title 
insurance policy which represents protection for your 
ownership of real property.

Who can I look to for straight answers on title 
and closing costs?
Title or escrow company personnel are available to 
review and explain your title policy and your closing 
statement.

Should you still have further questions or need legal 
or tax advice, your title or escrow officer can help by 
referring you to the proper source for your answer. 
Remember, the title or escrow officer is not a legal 
counsel and cannot give you legal advice. 

Reprinted with permission from CLTA www.clta.org
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OR Connect Features:
• Fee Navigator: Look up base escrow & title fees
• Online Netsheets: Calculate an estimated 

closing statement
• Rate/Fee Calculator
• Closing Calendar
• Who Pays: A guide to closing costs by city, 

county & state 
• Office Locator
• Amortization Calculator: with email functionality
• Access your “My Account” features:
       • Open New Order
       • View Current Open Orders
       • View Order History

• Customers can now: 
       • Email an Order Status sheet
       • Manage saved Netsheets in their profile

• For tablet users: links to property profiles 
• Connect with your Account Executive or 

Escrow Officer directly!
• Flyers on Demand

OR Touch Features:
• "Use My Location" a GPS locator feature
• Use camera view
• Search by Address/ Owner/ APN/TMS/PIN
• Select neighborhood
• Generate a mailing list
• Walk the FARM and track/manage your 

neighborhood
• Instantly pull a property profile
• Easily create a Buyer & Sellers Net Sheet 

to estimate closing costs
• Quickly compute a mortgage payment 

including Principal, Interest, Homeowners 
Insurance, Mortgage Insurance

• Update and Retrieve Contact Information, 
Login info, Customer Service Help Desk 
Info

OR Calc Features:
• Simplified Calculator

• Take the guesswork out of every 
calculation

• Purchase

• Refinance

• Save calculations for quick access

• Easy to share

• Great for homebuyers

• Find my office

• Links to Title & Escrow Information

• Glossary of Terms

• Go to the app store and search OR 
Calc. Select my name as your local 
Account Executive!

Contact me for 
more information!

The Perfect Trio

Effective 5.26.17

Old Republic Title is providing this information as a free customer service and 
makes no warranties or representations as to its accuracy.

Old Republic Title strongly recommends that consumers confer with their title 
insurer as underwriting requirements vary among companies and further, obtain 
guidance and advice from qualified professionals, including attorneys specializing 
in Real Property, Trusts and/or Title Insurance to get more detailed, and current, 
information as to any particular situation affecting them.



BUYER’S
CHECKLIST
A start to finish checklist on what you’ll need to 
provide and what to expect throughout your 
Escrow transaction.

□ All individuals named on the Deed of Trust must be 
present at the signing. If this causes a conflict please let 
your Escrow Officer know as soon as possible.

□ All must present valid identification in the form of a 
CURRENT Driver’s License, Passport, Department of 
Motor Vehicles Identification Card, or other approved 
identification card provided it has a photograph, 
description of the person, signature and an identifying 
number.

At Escrow Signing:

After you sign all of the documents the Escrow Officer 
will prepare them to record at the County Recorder’s 
Office.  If there is a lender involved the Escrow Officer 
will work with the lender to “fund the loan”.  When the 
funds are in escrow the Escrow Officer will send the 
Deed(s) to the County Recorder to be officially 
recorded. When you hear “we are on record”  the 
transfer of title has occurred and you now own the 
home.  

Keys will be handed over by the sellers or the seller’s 
agent to you or your agent and the recorded Deed will 
be mailed to you from the County Recorder’s Office 
usually within 2-3 weeks.

When Do I Get the Keys? 

Side Note:

If uncertain who to turn to for answers below are the best 
sources for most common questions:

Details of your purchase agreement
Your Real Estate Agent
 
Final amount needed to close escrow 
Your ORTC Escrow Officer
 
Possession of keys to home
Your Real Estate Agent

Loan requirements and financial matters
Your Lender or Mortgage Company  

Hazard Insurance-Insurance Agent Escrow Instructions
Your ORTC Escrow Officer
 
How to take title or ownership
Attorney or Legal Advisor

Escrow Requirements:

□ All contact Information (home, work, cell & email etc.)
□ Fill out the Information Request form (provided by 

Escrow Officer)
□ Decide how you would like to hold title to your new 

home. You may want to consult with a lawyer or a 
qualified professional before making this decision.  

□ Let your Escrow Officer know if funds are coming from 
the sale of an existing home.

□ Upon receipt of your loan documents, your Escrow 
Officer will call you with the amount needed to close 
which is required in the form of a wire transfer or 
cashier’s check payable to Old Republic Title.

Hazard Insurance:
□ Obtain quotes and make a decision on your agent and 

coverage.

□ Give your Escrow Officer the agents name and phone 
number (preferably 30 days prior to close of escrow).

Loan Approval:
□ Provide lender with all documents for the loan 

approval.

□ Ensure names are spelled correctly on loan 
application and as you would like them to appear on 
your deed.

□ Remind your loan agent that the Escrow Officer needs 
loan documents prior to your appointment date (24 
hours in advance if possible).

Prior to Escrow Signing:

Effective 2.16.17 | Old Republic Title is providing this information as a free customer service and makes no warranties or representations as to its accuracy.
Old Republic Title strongly recommends that consumers confer with their title insurer as underwriting requirements vary among companies and further, obtain
guidance and advice from qualified professionals, including attorneys specializing in Real Property, Trusts and/or Title Insurance to get more detailed, and
current, information as to any particular situation affecting them.



Prior to Escrow Signing
□  All contact Information (home, work, cell & email etc.)
□  Fill out Statement of Information form, if required 

(provided by Escrow officer).
□  Fill out Information Request form (provided by Escrow 

Officer). Be sure to provide complete and accurate 
account numbers, social security numbers and 
Homeowners Association (HOA) information, if any. 
This information is needed to help avoid delays in 
obtaining payoff demands.  

□  Let Escrow Officer know if the property being sold is 
NOT your primary residence.

□  Advise Escrow Officer if someone on title is 
deceased.

Note: With the receipt of the buyers’ 
loan documents your Escrow 
Officer will contact you to set 
up the signing 
appointment.  

At Escrow Signing

□  All individuals vested in title must be present at the 
signing. If this causes a conflict please let your Escrow 
Officer know as soon as possible.

□ All must present valid identification in the form of a 
CURRENT Driver’s License, Passport, Department of 
Motor Vehicles Identification Card, or other approved 
identification card provided it has a photograph, 
description of the person, signature and an identifying 
number.

□ If your sales proceeds will be wired into an account, 
you will need to provide the name of the 

institution, routing number, and account 
number.

Side Note
If uncertain who to turn to 
for answers below are the 

best sources for most 
common questions:

Details of your purchase 
agreement 

Your Real Estate Agent

Final amount you will net at closing
  Your ORTC Escrow Officer

Property Taxes 
Your Lender or Mortgage Company  

Income (personal taxes)
Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

SELLER’S 
CHECKLIST

After the Close 
of Escrow

□ Cancel your fire insurance 
(you may need to show a 
copy of your Settlement 
Statement which will be provide 
to you in your closing papers)

□ Notify utility companies
□ Submit change of address to DMV and 

Registrar of Voters

A start to finish checklist on what you’ll need to provide 
and what to expect throughout your Escrow transaction.

Effective 11.8.17  | Old Republic Title is providing this information as a free customer service and makes no warranties or representations as to its accuracy.

Old Republic Title strongly recommends that consumers confer with their title insurer as underwriting requirements vary among companies and further, obtain guidance and advice from qualified professionals, including 
attorneys specializing in Real Property, Trusts and/or Title Insurance to get more detailed, and current, information as to any particular situation affecting them.
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